Английский язык

Командный тур

Part I. Country Studies. UK Quiz
1. What’s the total area of the UK?

1. 264,100 square kilometers
2. 294,100 square kilometers
3. 244,100 square kilometers
4. 224,100 square kilometers
2. When were Scotland and England united?

1. 1808

2. 1707

3. 1757

4. 1817

3. What’s the name of the most famous clock in Britain?

1. Big Albert

2. Big Stephen

3. Big Wren

4. Big Ben

4. When did Britain agree to the independence of Southern Ireland?

1. 1941

2. 1938

3. 1921

4. 1891

5. What’s the approximate population number in Great Britain?

1. 58 million people

2. 93 million people

3. 37 million people

4. 41 million people

6. In what part of Africa were the Britain’s first colonies?

1. The Cameroon Colony

2. The Cape Colony

3. The Cairo Colony

4. The Tunis Colony

7. What people were the British Isles inhabited by about 2000 years ago?

1. The north was inhabited by the Celts; in the south there were Gaels

2. The British Isles was inhabited only by the Celts

3. The British Isles was inhabited only by the Gaels

4. The south was inhabited by the Celts; in the west and north there were Gaels

8. Who was the first Hanoverian king in Britain?

1. Charles I

2. George I

3. James I

4. Henry VIII

9. What countries led the Hundred Years’ War?

1. England and France

2. England and Germany

3. England and Spain

4. England and Ireland

10. What does the nickname “Cavaliers” stand for?

1. The Celts

2. The Royalists
3. The Puritans
4. The Socialists

11. What house did Henry Tudor belong to?

1. Lancastrians

2. Yorkists

3. Norwich

4. Essex
12. Who gave the country the name England?

1. Tudor

2. Egbert

3. Walpole
4. Cromwell

13. What king united the two rival Royal Houses (Lancastrians and Yorkists)?

1. Henry VIII

2. Henry VII

3. Charles V

4. George V

14. What mountains separate Scotland from England?

1. The Cheviots

2. The Pennines

3. The Grampians

4. The Cambrian mountains

15. How did the Romans call people of the British Isles and the island?

1. Englishmen

2. British

3. Britons

4. Saxons

16. What did the British government and the American colonies quarrel over in 1764?

1. Taxation

2. Inflation

3. Legislation

4. Industrialization

17. What great historical event happened in 1066?

1. The battle of Hastings

2. The Roman invasion

3. A bourgeois revolution

4. The Danish invasion

18. Aberdeen is in …

1. England

2. Scotland

3. Wales

4. Ireland

19. What plant symbolizes Ireland?

1. Rose

2. Shamrock

3. Thistles

4. Daffodil

20. In their coat of arms the Yorkists had …

1. A red rose

2. A white rose

3. A yellow rose

4. A red tulip

21. What’s the name of the London underground?

1. Metro

2. Tube

3. Subway

4. Underground

22. When did Horatio Nelson win victories over the French navy?

1. 1805

2. 1815

3. 1825

4. 1835

23. What country does St. Andrew ’s cross symbolize?

1. England

2. Scotland

3. Wales

4. Ireland

24. What do we celebrate on the 17th of March?

1. St. Patric’s Day

2. St. George’s Day

3. St. Andrew’s Day

4. St. Paul’s Day

25. When did Christianity first penetrate to Britain?

1. III-IV centuries

2. V-VI centuries

3. VI-VII centuries

4. VII-VIII centuries

26. What is the official residence of the Queen of England in Scotland?

1. Holyrood Palace
2. Buckingham Palace

3. Windsor Palace

4. Hampton Palace

27. How is otherwise the Lake District well-known?

1. Lough Neagh

2. Land’s End

3. Danelaw

4. Lowlands

28. Who stopped the conquest of England by the Vikings?

1. Henry VII

2. Mary Stuart

3. Elizabeth 1

4. Alfred the Great
29. What law did Robert Peel abolish in 1846?

1. Barley Law

2. Corn Law

3. Wheat Law

4. Oats Law

30. Who was William the Conqueror?

1. He was the son of the Duke of Essex

2. He was the son of the Duke of Kent

3. He was the son of the Duke of Mercia

4. He was the son of the Duke of Normandy

Part II. Reading Comprehension

Task 1. For texts 1 – 5 choose the title from A – F which you think fits best according to the text. There is one extra title which you do not need to use.

1. Rachel Hunter apparently doesn't want to divorce with her husband Rod Stewart after all. Two days after filing a divorce petition against the singer, Hunter withdrew the court documents Wednesday, Reuters reports. No reasons were given for the change of heart. The couple, who has two children, was married 13 years ago but has been separated for the last four years.
2. The easy-to-install Walker Portable Phone Amplifier is just what the ear doctor ordered for raising the sound level on phones at home or away.
3. Donald Rumsfeld said in a speech before the Iraq war that nation building was like setting bones: if you got it wrong, the result would be crooked. The US defense secretary now risks seeing his own axiom come true, thanks to the startling inadequacies of the preparations for administering Iraq, inadequacies for which he and his department were largely responsible.
4. Asian stock markets dipped on Wednesday, driven down by Wall Street and a slump in tech shares after poor results from Cisco, while a bomb attack in the Indonesian capital Jakarta spread jitters across the region.
5. Earnings of Section 529 college savings accounts are free of federal tax if used for higher education. But taxes are only part of the problem. What if your investments sank? Just ask Laurence and Margo Williams of Alexandria, Va. In 2000 they put $45,000 into the Virginia Education Savings Trust to open accounts for daughters Lea, now 5, and Anne, now 3. Since then their investment has shrunk 5% while the average private college tuition has climbed 18% to $18,300.

A. Advertising


B. Private life


C.Scandal

D. Business


E. Economics


F. Politics
Task 2. You are going to read short extracts about London theatres. Find the description (A-F) of a theatre for each characteristic 0-5 find. There is one extra description which you do not need to use.

1. You may meet an actor while having a drink.

2. There are mostly modern plays.

3. The performances suit the taste of different people.

4. The seats are arranged all around the stage.

5. You may have some refreshment during a performance.

A.
The Cottesloe is a small and technically adventurous space with a seating capacity of around 400. It houses more avant-garde plays, as well as the best of the fringe theatres throughout the country.

B.
The Haymarket is another theatre Royal. It still keeps its own traditions. Tea is always served in the stalls on midweek matinee days like many years before.

С The Sadler's Wells dates from 1931, when John Gielgud appeared there in The Twelfth Night. Before then the theatre had witnessed everything from a company of performing dogs in 1783 to a series of nautical dramas featuring real world and spectacular effects at the beginning of the 19th century.

D. The Olivier has a large open stage with an auditorium that seats about 1,100 people. It is similar to the great amphitheatres of Ancient Greece. You can see the best of the classical repertory there.

E.
The Lyttleton is a theatre with the accommodation of 900. Actors usually mix with the audience at the Lyttleton bar before the curtain rises. There are mostly plays by leading British playwrights there.
F.
The English national Opera is equally exciting as the Opera House in Covent Garden but less grandiose. It moved to the Coliseum in 1968 from Rosebery Avenue. The English National Opera performs to mixed and enthusiastic audience.

Task 3. You are going to read an extract about a particular life-style. For questions 1 – 5 choose the answer (A, B, C or D), which you think fits best according to the text.

COWBOYS: LIFE ON THE TRAIL
Cowboys became a part of American history in a short period of time, between 1865 and 1885, when they were employed by ranch-owners to look after their cattle. The cowboys rounded up the cattle, protected them from cattle thieves, branded them and guided them on routes across the open country. Cowboys worked, ate and slept on the trail, with their constant companions, the horses. The day started before sunrise and ended eighteen hours later. Life was certainly hard, and to survive this hard life the cowboy developed a whole variety of skills and a distinctive appearance.
It's impossible to say if all cowboys were as handsome or as wild as their image in the movies, but they certainly didn't fight as many Indians or kill as many bad guys as they did on the screen. Their clothes however do fit the legend. The ten-gallon hat, so called because of its large size (ten gallons is more than 20 litres) protected the cowboy from the sun and the rain. The tight leather trousers protected his legs from insects and a handkerchief protected his face from the dust.
Cowboys had to be strong. They also needed to be good at riding and shooting. Food was pretty basic — beans, coffee and dried pork. The long, boring journeys of eighteen hours inspired songs, poetry and stories — these were the only forms of entertainment on the frail.
The life of the cowboy developed strong feeling of community and family life — neighbours needed to help neighbours to survive the bad conditions of life on the trail and on the ranch. The spirit of the cowboy has survived and is still admired today.
These days, cowboys still work with cattle in the countryside which has looked the same for hundreds of years. Large companies have replaced small ranches, modern machinery does the job quicker, and the cowboys spend more time in a pick-up truck than on a horse. These days, they do things the old way for enjoyment. There are many ranches that provide visitors with a taste of the old ranch and cowboy life, for a price. You can take wagon tours, mend fences, or sit on the porch by the pool during your stay on the ranch. The first rodeo was held in 1872, and they are still being held today. Cowboys showed off their skills by taking part in the competition which included riding, roping and wrestling cattle. It remains popular today with competitors coming from all walks of life, all dressed in traditional cowboy gear. This is perhaps the easiest way to see traditional cowboy skills in action, or even try them out yourself!

1.
It follows from the text that the main activities of cowboys were:
A.
fighting against Indians
B.
stealing cattle
C.
guiding the routes across the country
D.
looking after cattle
2.
It is contrary to the text that:
A.
cowboys had to develop a distinctive appearance
B.
the cowboys' style is inconsistent with the legend

C.
some of cowboys' clothes served their protection
D.
modern cowboys carry out the old activities for leisure

3.
Cowboys had to be strong because:
A.
they were a part of American history
B.
they had to survive
С their day started before sunrise 

D. they could afford only basic food

4.
According to the text rodeo is a kind of:
A.
duty
B.
entertainment
C.
wrestling
D.
fashion

5.
The text states that:
A.
most cowboys had rather a common appearance
B.
cowboys had a strong sense of community
C.
modern cowboys don't look after cattle any longer
D.
large companies have replaced cowboys by machinery
Task 4. You are going to read the text about English folk hero. Five sentences have been removed from the article. Choose from the sentences A – F the one which fits each gap (1 – 5). There is one extra sentence which you do not need to use. 

It is not often that we make a hero of a robber, but Robin Hood somehow seems to be different. (1) The reason for this, of course, that he stole and gave to the poor.

(2) We know that he was a favourite figure in the ballads and stories of England in the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries. We also know that according to these stories he lived in the twelfth century. (3) This is what it said: «About the time of Richard I, Robin Hood and Little John, the most famous of robbers, were hiding in the woods and stealing only from rich men; they killed none except those who resisted them or came to attack them. (4) They were so good that not even 400 men dared to come against them. All England sings of the deeds of this Robin; he did not allow any woman to be hurt, nor did he ever take the goods from the poor; indeed he gave them a lot of the goods he stole from the abbots».

Robin Hood definitely captured the imagination of the English people of that period, because he was a hero working for justice. (5) They made him a great sportsman, a wonderful archer, a loyal friend, and a lover of the green woods where he lived.

A. In the year. 1521, there appeared a Latin history which mentioned Robin Hood.

B Robin pleased them and they built around his name one legend after another.

C. Everybody  knows it is wrong to steal, yet Robin Hood is admired.

D. Robin Hood was among the last of those who held against the Normans when they conquered England.

E. Robin had 100 men – all skilled archers – well trained for fighting.

F. Was Robin Hood a real man?

Part III. Use of English

Task 1. Read the text below and fill in the suitable word:

In 1782, soon after the United States won its independence, the bald eagle was (1) ________ as the national bird of the (2) ________ country. American leaders wanted the eagle (3)________ a symbol of their country because it is a (4) ________ of strength and courage. They chose the bald eagle because it was (5) ________ all over North America. Today the bald eagle has almost disappeared from the country. In 1972 there were only 3,000 bald eagles in the (6) ________ United States. The reason for the bird’s decreasing population is pollution, especially pollution of the rivers by (7) ________. Pesticides are chemicals used to kill (8) ________ and other animals that attack and destroy crops. Rain often washes pesticides into rivers. Pesticides poison the fish. Eagles eat these fish and then the eggs eagles lay are not healthy. The eggs have very thin (9) ________ and do not hatch. Because many of the eggs did not hatch and produce more eagles, the number of eagles quickly became smaller. Today the American government and the American people are trying (10)________ the bald eagles. The number of bald eagles is slowly increasing. It now appears that the American national bird will survive.

1. to protect


6.
new

2. insects



7.
chosen

3. shells



8. 
bird

4. found



9. 
to be

5. entire



10. 
pesticides

Task 2. Choose the right variant:
1. When ______ me, she invited me to her birthday party.

a) to see

b) see

c) seeing

d) has seen

2. Who is sitting ______ you?

a) near to

b) next to

c) beside to

d) close

3. I don’t like the salad  ______.

a) both

b) too

c) neither

d) either

4. Have you ever been to England? Yes, I ______ last year.

a) was being

b) had been

c) have been

d) was

5. She doesn’t know if she ______ in time tomorrow.

a) will come

b) come

c) comes

d) came

6. It was a through train so we ______ change trains.

a) mustn’t

b) hadn’t

c) didn’t have to

d) had not to

7. It was raining when Kate ______ the bus.

a) waited for

b) was expecting

c) expected

d) was waiting for

8. What’s the news? You look happy.  ______ good?

a) Are they

b) Is it

c) There are

d) Are there

9. I know she doesn’t play the piano now, but ______ play?

a) used she to

b) did she use

c) did she used to

d) did she use to

10. His parents were worried because they ______ from her for a long time.

a) didn’t hear

b) haven’t heard

c) hadn’t heard

d) don’t hear

11. The film wasn’t worth ______.

a) seeing

b) see

c) saw

d) be seen

12. I couldn’t hear him so he _______ his voice.

a) rise

b) rose

c) raise

d) raised

13. If I ______ the book I would have known the answer.

a) have read

b) had read

c) read

d) would read

14. Ann was very upset ______.

a) lately

b) the other day

c) one of these days

d) the following day

15. The initials “PS”  ______ “postscript”. 

a) fill in

b) make up

c) mean to

d) stand for

16. In winter _______ much snow in England.

a) isn’t

b) it isn’t

c) there isn’t

d) it doesn’t

17. The manager asked the worker _______.

a) not to smoke

b) don’t smoke

c) not smoke

d) no smoking

18. Ann _______ become a good dancer.

a) likes

b) like to

c) is likely to

d) liked

19. The manager _______ the documents on the desk.

a) lay

b) laid

c) lies

d) has lain

20. I can’t buy this watch, _______ too expensive.

a) they are

b) them are

c) these are

d) it is

Task 3. Fill in prepositions:
from     against     by     down     to     out     for     in     on     away

1. He has been ________ that job for two years.

2. He went ________ journey.

3. Turn ________ the TV.

4. He asked ________ the menu.

5. Let’s invite the Browns ________ dinner.

6. Put ________ the dishes when you have finished.

7. We have warned them ________ making a noise late at night.

8. She likes to eat ________.

9. The play got really fantastic reviews________ critics.

10.  Her first novel was published ________ Penguin Books.

Task 4. Fill in the gaps with the necessary derivatives of the words in capital letters
	In downtown New York city, (1) ________
were digging. This was only one of many (2) _______

sites in the city, but this one would be (3) _________

This site was surrounded by steel and glass skyscrapers. Eventually, an office (4) _________

would rise here, too. Now, however, an (5) __________

type of (6) _____________

was occurring. Something appeared strange. They were not constructing but were (7) _______ an old ship. Can you imagine a ship under the busy streets of Manhattan? The (8) _______

is very simple, builders must search sites for (9) _______

treasure. The (10) _________

is very strict. The ship had been discovered during such a search
	WORK

CONSTRUCT

DIFFER

BUILD

USUAL

ACTIVE

EARTH

EXPLAIN

HISTORY

REQUIRE


